
310   Part IV: Institutions

While most mainline Christian denominations now 
have official statements on the equality of women 
and formal policies against discrimination in ordaining 
or hiring women pastors, the official meaning system 
does not tell the whole story. Again, religious struc-
tures play a role. Local congregational search com-
mittees who screen and hire new ministers usually 

2012). However, the Pope and Bishops of the Roman 
Catholic Church have taken a strong position in oppo-
sition, threatening excommunication and categoriz-
ing any attempt by a woman to be ordained as a grave 
crime against the church—in the same category as 
crimes committed by priests who sexually abuse chil-
dren (Donadio 2010).

ENGAGING SOCIOLOGY
Women and Spirituality

Figure 11.4 indicates that there is a spirituality gap.
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FIGURE 11.4  The Spirituality Gap

Source: Pew Research Center, “The U.S. Religious Landscape Survey,” February 2008.  http://religions.pewforum.org/.  Reprinted with permission.

*   *   *   *   *   *   *

3.	 Is the message of religious communities and faith 
traditions (altruism, self-sacrifice, trusting others) 
less in tune with the everyday experiences of men 
than of women?

Engaging With Sociology

1.	 Are you convinced by this evidence that women are 
more spiritual than men? Why or why not?

2.	 If so, why do you think this is the case? If not, 
why do the data seem to suggest less involvement  
of men?




